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"And they cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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SOME EVANGELISTS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW 


Here Are High-Grade, Trained, Experienced Soul-Winners, 
Sound in Doctrine, Sane and Spiritual in Methods, 


Fervent in Spirit, Trustworthy in Character 
By The Editor 


>. 


: La 
It will be a favor to churches 


and pastors, I believe, to recom- 
mend some evangelists that the 
editor knows personally to be prov- 
en, constructive, Scriptural, and 
evangelists. Some of 
these evangelists are well-known, 
and all of them deserve to be well- 
known and widely used. 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 


enna 


Dr. Hankins begins a city-wide 


union evangelistic campaign at in the Calvary-llatonia Baptist 
Bellingham, Washington, June 8.|Churches, ( 
The committee looks forward to a| The honorary degree of D. D. was 


blessed campaign. “The Happy 


Clarks,’’ associated with the man by the Western Baptist Theo- 


CHRIST. FOR AMERICA move- 
ment, will direct the music for the 
campaign. 

July 9 the union revival cam- 
paign sponsored originally by the 
Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee, with a number of churches co- 
operating, in George, Iowa, will 
have Dr. Hankins as the preacher. 
Rev. Raymond McAfee.of Radio 
WMBI and the Northern Baptist 
Seminary, Chicago, will have 


Dr. Hankins is one of the great- 
est preachers in America. He gave 
up the pastorate of the large First 
Baptist Church, Little Rock, Ark- 
ansas (about 3,400 members) after 
a most successful five years there, 
and is having fine campaigns all 
over America. We in Wheaton 
were especially happy to have him 
in a fine eight-days’ campaign in 
Wheaton College last September. 
Dr. Hankins is accustomed to great 
crowds, his message is so gripping 
and powerful, and his experience 
is so wide-spread, that he is spe- 
cially well-equipped for union cam- 
paigns in large auditoriums, and 
for campaigns in the largest 
churches. . 


Dr. Hankins’ address is 
Bluff, Arkansas, Route 3. 
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Dr. Hyman Appelman In Two 
Good Campaigns 
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To the praise and glory of God, 
in the last two revivals conducted 
by Evangelist Hyman Appelman, 
there were more than 125 additions 
in the eight days’ campaign in 
the Main Street Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Florida, and over 140 
additions in the six days’ campaign 


Covington,. Kentucky. 


conferred upon Evangelist Appel- 
logical Seminary. After the grad- 


The Greatest Fact of History 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
“BUT NOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND BECOME THE FIRSTFRUITS 


OF THEM THAT SLEPT” — I Cor. 15:20. 
REV. P. W. PHILPOTT, D. D. 


Evangelist, Associate Pastor 


(Preached at Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Illinois, November | 


4 


of Peoples Church, Toronto 


13, 1942. Stenographically reported for The Sword of the Lord) 


Tonight my subject is The Greatest Fact of History, and 
I present it with the thought of confirming the faith of God’s 
people and calming their fears, if they have any. My text 
you will find in the first epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, 


and in Chapter 15, verse 20: 


“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.” (or “of them 


that sleep.” I Cor. 15:20. 


In two respects, Christianity differs from all the seriously} 
great religions of history. I use the words seriously great 
because there are a number of religions that are not seri- 
ously great. But there are some seriously great. Christianit) 


differs from them all. ’ 


Christianity is Christ 


First Christianity is bound up 
vitally with one Person. You 
might be a good Confucionist with- 
out knowing anything about Con- 
fucious. You might be a good Mo- 
hammedan -without- caring -or 
knowing anything about Moham- 
med. You might be a good Bud- 
dhist and so on down the line. But 
you couldn’t be a Christian without 
knowing about Christ, without 
knowing Christ. It is a personal 
matter. You couldn’t be a Christian 
without trusting Him and follow- 
ing Him and loving Him. For 
Christianity is Christ in a‘ very 
real sense. And Christ is Chris- 
tianity. We become Christians not 
by accepting a code of credentials 
or a system of ethics or anything 
of that kind. We become Chris- 
tians by receiving a Person. “Be- 


(Continued on page three) 


hold,” He says, “I stand at the 


= 
door and knock: if any man. hear 


will come in to him,” and we are 
told, “As many as received him. 
to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God.” I might dwell 
at length upon that, but I want-to 
Jeave. that thought. with you, that 
Christianity is bound up vitally 
with Jesus Christ. 


Christ Is Not Dead — But Living 


In another respect it differs 
from all other religions of history. 
Christianity can boast that its 
lounder is living, although Chris- 
tianity was founded nearly 2,000 
years ago. Mohammed is dead, and 
all the other founders of the great 
religions are dead. But Jesus Christ 


our Christian faith is an empty 
cross. There is no man on our 


PRAY FOR INVASIO 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


N ARMIES 


“Tf thy people go out to war against their enemies by the way 
that thou shalt send them, and they pray unto thee toward this city 


which thou hast chosen, and the 
name; 


house which I have built for thy 


Z 
“Then hear thou from the heavens their prayer and their suppli- 
cation, and maintain their cause.” II Chronicles 6:34, 35 


“Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a 
sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in 


the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
thou hast defiled. 


God of the armies of Israel, whom 


“This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will 


smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will 


give the car- 


cases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, 


that there is a God in Israel. 


and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know 


“And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with 


sword and spear: for the battle is the Lord’s and he will 
into our hands” —I Samuel 17:45-47. 


give you 


“And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators 
with Absalom. And David said, O Lord, I pray thee, turn the coun- 
sel of Ahithophel into foolishness” —II Samuel 15:31. 


“And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 

“And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with them? 
~*T tell you that he will avenge them speedily” — Luke 18:6-8. 


The long looked for invasion of 
Europe on the coast of France has 
already begun. This should be the 
occasion for the deepest, heart- 
felt and long-continued prayer by 
all of God’s people in America. 


When the false report of the 
invasion came on Saturday, June 
3, immediately in The Sword of 
the Lord office we stopped all 
work and came together for a 


time of ‘prayer about the invasion. 


y 


Tuesday morning early at. my 


home we learned of the invasion, 


and at the family worship that 
morning, after our Scripture read- 
ing, we had a heart-searching 
time of prayer and later at The 
Sword of the Lord office our prayer 
time was very earnest and pro- 
longed and there were many tears. 

Nothing has heartened me more 
about the whole war than the 


ae . 


widespread evidence that hearts 
are prayerful concerning the ‘in- 
vasion. 

In Wheaton two of the churches 
were open all day for prayer, and 
people came to pour their hearts 
to God in prayer. The. Wheaton 
Bible Church had a specially-called 
prayer meeting Tuesday evening, 
where a representative group met 
simply to pray. It had been pre- 
viously announced that the church 
would be open for prayer immedi- 
ately on news of the invasion. 

In Chicago many of the churches 
were opened for prayer and word 
comes from many parts of the na- 
tion of similar prayer meetings. 

Thank God that public. officials 
have felt a need for prayer. Gov- 
ernor Green of Illinois called upon 
the people to pray. King George of 
England, in a radio address, told 
the people ‘how he and the Queen 
were depending upon God and 
asked them to pray. And General 
Eisenhower in his last message to 
the invasion forces before they left 
England, ed them to pray. He 
— Cone: et us - maanee. fhe 

essings Almighty God.” 
President Roosevelt prepared a 


l. WHAT WE SHOULD PRAY FOR 
Acco to the Scriptures, we 
have a right to pray in time of 
war. And here are some of the 
things for which we ought to pray. 
(Continued on page two) 
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my voice, and open the door, /] 


is risen, and we worship a living, 
Person. We have a living Saviour. ' 
The cross that is the symbol of ; 


Dr. P. W. Philpott 


cross, not a dead man at any rate. 
No. The tomb that is sacred to us 
is vacant. He is not there; He is 


risen. That is the thought I want . 


to press upon you-——the empty 
cross symbolizes the fact that the 
work that was accomplished for 
us was finished. He died no more. 
And the vacant tomb signifies that 
the work that was accomplished 
there had been accepted by God. 


He is not there. He is risen and 


now He appears in the presence of 
God for us. It is a great thing to 
keep, that in your mind. And that 
is the great difference between 
' Christianity and all other religions. 
Some of them may be called Chris- 
tians, but unless the living Person 
| is the center and the foundation of 
‘their faith, then this that we talk 
about is different from them all. 
Keep it in mind, Beloved. 


pest fact in history. And I mean by 
that not only that it is the great- 
est fact phenomenally. It is that. 
Nothing so marvelous ever hap- 
pened as the resurrection of Jesus. 
He was in the tomb three days and 
it was found vacant and He was 
moving about. Phenomally, it is 
the greatest fact. But essentially 
it is the greatest fact, also. It 
means more to the human race 
than anything else that ever hap- 
pened. It signifies more than any- 
thing else’ that ever happened 
since man appeared on earth — 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. I 
say that, not because I believe that 
personally, but because this Book 
teaches that most emphatically. 
And if you want the argument on 
it, just you read the context here 
in this fifteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians. Paul here is arguing 
thus: now listen and follow: 


He says, “If Christ be not risen 
from the dead, we who call our- 
selves preachers’ -—-l am para- 
phrasing it a bit but giving you 
what it means exactly — ‘We who 
call ourselves preachers, or who 


Now we say this is the great- | 


represent Him by witness in any 
way, are false witnesses,’ That is 
what Paul says about it. I haven't 
any authority to speak for God if 
Christ be not risen. We are found 
false witnesses if Christ be not 
risen from the dead. Think of that 
for a moment. 


‘If Christ be not risen from the 


dead,’ he says again, ‘Our faith is 
vain.’ Notice what our faith is. 
(Continued on page two) — 
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The Greatest 


(Continued from page one) 


Fact of History 


a 


‘And we are still in our sins.’ The 
resurrection is absolutely necessary 
to the putting away ot man’s sin. 
And if He is not risen from the 
dead, we are still in our sins, our 
faith is vain. ‘that is what Paul 
says. 

Then another word that is very, 
very solemn. ‘if Christ be not risen 
from the dead, our loved ones who 
are fallen asleep in death are gone 
from us forever. They have pe- 
rished! says Paul. We will never 
see them again if Christ be not 
risen from tne dead... 

Now let me repeat, I don’t want 
anyone here to think that is my 
argument. That is the teaching ot 
this fifteenth chapter of First Cor- 
inthians. No one can read that 
and make anything else out of it. 


But when Paul makes these 
statements, he has this positive 
word: “But now JS Christ risen 
from the .dead and become the 
first fruits of them that slept.” And 
that resurrection, that literal resur- 
rection of Christ, is at the founda- 
tion of our faith and of our hope 
and of our Heaven. Why, bless 
you, Christianity hasn’t anything 
to rest upon if He is not literally 
raised from the dead. Now keep 


that in your mind.,for I want to| 


Say something else. 


"Many Infallible Proofs” of the 


Resurrection 


It is not only the greatest fact 
of history, but I think it is one of 
the most thoroughly authenticated 
facts of history. If you will accept 
evidence, plain, reasonable _ evi- 
dence, the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead is one of the 
most thoroughly autnenticated 
facts of history. And as I said 
Sunday morning in speaking about 
John’s gospel, if you will come to 
this book to find out for yourself, 

I don’t care whether you are a 

theologian or just an ordinary 
reader likeg@myself, if you will 
come with an honest desire to 
know the truth. 1 believe the Holy 
‘Ghost will make it plain to you, 
Beloved. 
“-You know, I had the honor of 
following the celebrated Dr. Torrey 
once or twice as pastor. A great 
preacher of the gospel, one of the 
greatest, and one of the greatest 
soul winners. I-don’t think any 
preacher, any evangelist ever had 
more definite decisions and per- 
manent conversions than Dr. '‘lror- 
rey. A marvelous man of God! 
But. he used. to say in- speaking 
about the resurrection of Christ, or 
tell a story about the resurrection 
of Christ something like this: 

A number of years ago in Eng- 
land there was an infidel club that 
used to gather regularly. And some 
of the biggest men, the greatest 
men of England belonged to that. 
And there were two great jurists 
who were requested by the others 
to undertake to prove or disprove 
two things concerning our Chris- 
tian faith. The one was the story 
of the resurrection in the Bible, 
that Jesus Christ never did arise 
from the dead. And the other was 
that Saul of Tarsus was never con- 
verted in the way the Scripture 
tells us three different times in the 
book of Acts. And they were com- 
missioned to disprove this. 

One of them was Lord Littleton, 
a great jurist. The: other, Gilbert 
West. These men took some time 
to investigate. The club assembled 
to hear their report. To the amaze- 
ment of everyone, Lord Littleton 
got up and said, “I have taken the 
evidence in this case, and I have 
weighed it just as carefully as in 
any great case I have had to deal 
- with, and I have decided that Je- 
sus of Nazareth Who died on Cal- 
vary’s cross and was buried in Jo- 
seph’s new tomb in a garden, got 
up out of that tomb on the third 
day just as the Scriptures say He 
did, and I have accepted Him as 


my Saviour, and I am His disciple 
tonight.” 

Isn’t that thrilling? That is 
what I call an honest investigation. 
He not only was convinced, but 
convinced to the point where he 
accepted Him as Saviour and Lord. 

Gilbert West also decided that 
Saul was converted the way the Bi- 
ble says that he was, and he also 
became a disciple of Christ. Now in 
some old second hand book store 
you might find those reports of 
West and Littleton because those 
reports were published and put in 
book form. I have seen them in 
record. 

I am just using that as an illus- 
tration myself. ‘ronight I believe 
any one can come to the Word ot 
God, the Book given to lead us to 
the truth and righteousness and 
that Book will reveal what our 
hearts are seeking after. 1 believe 
that. But I have taken this sub- 
ject not simply to talk about the 
resurrection, but because it an- 
swers some of the greatest heart 
questions that men have been ask- 
ing all up through history, I might 
almost say from the beginning o1 
history. | 


The Resurrection of Christ Proves 


He Is God 


But first of all let me say this, 
that the resurrection of Christ 
verifies every claim that Jesus eve1 
made for Himself. Sunday morn- 
ing I was talking here about those 
claims, and I could go into that 
again, but you know how tremen- 
dous they were. You know they 
bring us face to face with the is- 
sue. We cannot avoid it. Either He 
was a deceiver or He was what He 
professed to be. You cannot come 
to any other conclusion. And you 
know that among other things, He 
professed to have power on earth 
to. forgive sins. He professed to 
have power to give eternal life. He 
said, “I give unto them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish.” 
(Jno. 10:28). He said not only that 
He and God were one, but He said, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father.” (John. 14:19). “I and 
my Father are one.” (Jno. 10:30). 
Again, “No man cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by me.” (Jno. 14:6). “T 
and my Faiher are one.” (Jno, 10: 
30) Again, “No man cometh to the 
Father but by me.” (Jno. 14:6) 
“T am the way, I am the truth, I 
am the. life.” ' (Jno. 14:6) I 
am. the door of the sheep. By me if 
any man enter in, he s be 
saved.” (Jno. 10:9) “I am the res- 


urrection and the life.’”’ (Jno..11:. 


25) He said, “Every one which 
seeth the Son and believeth on 
Him may have everlasting life: 
and I will raise him up at the last 
day.” (Jno. 6:40) Do you see? I 
want you to keep those in mind. 
Now, could any ordinary man 
or honest man make claims like 
that unless he were more than a 
man? He couldn’t; The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead is 
God’s confirmation of every one of 


those claims. The Scripture said 


so. He was “‘declared to be the Son 
of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness.” — or I think 
maybe better it could be translat- 
ed, “by the Holy Spirit by the res- 
urrection from the dead:” That is 
Romans 1:4. That was God’s seal 
upon every claim that Jesus had 
made, that He was raised from the 
dead. I want you to see that the 
answer to that question makes sure 
that Jesus is the Son of God. 


His Resurrection—the Basis of 


~ Our. Justification 


But it is also a justification as 
well as a verification. His resurrec- 
tion signifies that believers are jus- 
tified. There are some words in the 
Bible that are so tremendously 
great that I think maybe we don’t 


' (Continued on page four) 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter, 
. Dec, 26, 1941, at the post office 
at Denton, Texas, under the Act 
of March 3, 1897. 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
; EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 


| BELIEVE GOD! 

Send 10¢ for this 12-page sermon in 
pamphlet form, and other sermons. 
Address, Evangelist John L. Bray, 1066 
LaRue St., So. Jacksonville, Florida. 


Published weekly at 208 South Elm 
Street, Denton, Texas. Editorial 
and Executive Office: 145 North 


ee 


SUBSCRIBE 
$1 a year 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ee A FN ENA AP 


( Continued from page one) 


1. Pray for success for our armies. 

That is what Solomon prayed for 
when he dedicated the temple at 
Jerusalem. And that part of his 
prayer is recorded in Ii Chronicles 
34, 35: 

“If thy people go out to war 
against their enemies by the way 
that thou shalt send them, and 
they pray unto thee toward this 
city which thou hast chosen, and 
the house which I have built for 
thy name; then hear thou from the 
heavens their prayer and their sup- 
plication, and maintain their 
cause.” 

I think Solomon’s prayer was in- 
spired of God. Certainly the record 
or it was put in the Bible by div- 
ine inspiration and for a divine 
purpose. If we have a right to be 
in the war, we certainly have a 
right to pray for success. I have 
prayed that God would give rapid 
success beyond the hopes of the al- 
lied commanders; that our armies 
might speedily march into Ger- 
many, and that in a few weeks’ 
time the European part of the war 
would be over because of the col- 
lapse of- Germany, and the uncon- 
ditional surrender of her armies. 
We have a perfect right to pray 
that kind of a prayer. 


2. Then we ought to pray for confusion, 
poor leadership and disaster among the 
enemies. 


When Absalom rebelled against 
David and David and his friends 
were run out of Jerusalem, Ahith- 
ophel, a very great advisor and 
councellor of David’s remained in 
the city to help Absalom. But Dav- 
id prayed, “O Lord, I pray thee, 
turn the counsel of Ahithophel into 
foolishness” (II Sam. 15:31). And 
God did exactly that. In II Samuel, 
chapter 17, Anithophel suggested 
to Absalom that he would choose 
out twelve thousand men and pur- 
sue David that night and kill him 
and return with all the people to 
follow Absalom. That plan would 
probably have succeeded, but God 
put it in Absalom’s mind to listen 
to another man, a friend of Dav- 
id, Hushai, who counselled that he 
wait. Absalom lost his -chance and 
was defeated and killed because 
God turned the counsel of Ahitho- 
phel into foolishness. 

More than one occasion in the 
Bible, the army whom God would 
not bless found their ‘hearts turned 
to water.’ They had no courage, 
and spirit to fight, and they fled. So 
may it be among the Germans! 
The German army is strong, -well- 
trained, well-led, well-equipped. 
But if God, in His mercy, should 
bring them to confusion and dis- 


.courages them and makes them 


plan foolish plans, the war should 
be greatly shortened. Oh, let us 
believe God and ask Him for this! 


3. We have a right to pray for ven- 
geance upon the German armies, for all 
their crimes against society, against the 
nations they have over-run and against 
England and America. 

I do not mean personal spite 
and hate. I do not mean that 
Christians ought to delight in 
“getting even.” -Jesus Himself 
clearly taught us that we should 
pray for God to avenge us. He told 
the story of the widow who asked 
the unjust judge, “Avenge me of 
mine adversary” (Luke 18: 1-8). 
And then Jesus promised, “And 
shall not God avenge his own 
elect, which cry day and night un- 
to him, though he bear long with 
them? I tell you that he will 
avenge them speedily.”’ | 

We need to come back again to 
the plain Bible doctrine that sin 
must be punished. Christian peo- 
ple ought to want sin to be pun- 
ished. God wants it punished, and 
if we are like Him, we will hate 
sin and fear it, and feel that it 
must be punished. Christians 
should demand the death penalty 
for murder and certain other 
crimes. Christian people should see 
that their children are punished 
for deliberate sin. God chastises 
His children and every Christian 
mother and father ought to chas- 
ten their children as necessary. 


In Romans 12:19 we are told, 
“Dearly beloved, avenge not your- 
selyes, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written, Ven- 
geance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord.” The point of the Scrip- 
ture is not that there should be 
no vengeance. It is simply that 
God has His own appointed way 

vengeance and that an 


of takin 
individual should not, for personal 
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spite, avenge himself on his enemy. 
But if we read right on down the 
same passage into the thirteenth 
chapter of Romans, only three 
verses below, we are commanded 
to be subject to the higher powers 
or governments, “for there iS no 
power but of God; the powers that 
be are ordained of God.” And then 
we are told that the ruler “is the 
minister of God to thee for good 
.. . for he is the minister of God, 
a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil.’ The govern- 


of God’s vengeance, is to put down 
crime and sin. And thus the al- 
lied armies, in invading Europe, 
are bearing the sword of God. They 
are “a revenger to execute wrath 
upon” Hitler and his beastly help- 
ers. : 

This is not hate; it is judgment. 
This is not sim; it is righteousness: 
The God who commanded parents 
to punish children, commanded 
governments to execute murderers, 
commanded governments to put 
down crime and punish wickedness, 
is the same God who Himself guar- 
antees that “the way of transgres- 
sors is hard” (Prov. 13:15), and 
solemnly warns, ‘Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap, For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to the 


Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting” (Gal. 6:7, 8). 

Thus we are praying according 
to the will of God when we pray 
that righteous judgment will be 
executed against the murderers, 
the rapists, the wicked men who 
have starved millions of little chil- 
dren, have enslaved millions of in- 
nocent people, have stolen the rich- 
es and treasures of the people like 
any other criminal and highjack- 
er. May God speed His vengeance 
through our armies! 


4. We should pray that our leaders. may 
have divine wisdom and boldness and 
courage. 


Among the knights of King Ar- 


thur’s Round Table it was said of; 


Sir Galahad that “his strength 
was as the strength of ten 
because his heart was pure.” 
The real truth is that honest men, 
who are serving God Almighty in 
a righetous cause, ‘have a right to 
expect more boldness, more wis- 
dom, and more strength than they 
would otherwise have. So it was 
with David, the shepherd lad, when 
he went to meet the giant Goliath. 
By every human prospect, David 
should have been frightened. The 
giant was a skilled man of war 
and was covered with armor. Dav- 
id was but a stripling, and he had 
no armor, no sword, no spear. But 
with his slingshot and his five 
smooth stones picked up in the 
brook, David had a courage, a 
boldness, a faith to meet Goliath. 
He knew that God was with him. 
So David said to this giant, 
“Thou comest to me with a 
sword, and with a spear, and with 
a shield: but I come to thee in the 


name of the Lord of hosts, the God 
of the armies of Israel, whom thou 
has defied. ; 

“This day will the Lord deliver 
thee into mine hand; and I will 
smite thee, and take thine head 
from thee; and I will give the car- 
cases of the host of the Philistines 
this day unto the fowls of the air, 
and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all tne earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel. 

“And all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord saved not with 
sword and spear: for the battle is 
the Lord’s, and he will give you 
into our hands” (I Sam. 17:45-47). 
And so it came to pass! One 
smooth stone hit the giant in the 
only exposed place, his forehead, 
when in vexation he shook off his 
helmet. | ae 

Do you believe that God is “the 
Lord of hosts”? (that means the 
God of armies). Well, if-God hears 


prayers at all, He can certainly 
hear prayers to strengthen our! 
leaders, give boldness to our mé€n. ; 
He can help work out the tactics. | 
He can~make our men bold and | 
He can turn the hearts of the ene- | 
mies to cowardice and fear, May : 
God grant it! 

5. We should pray for the protection 

our soldiers’ lives, — 

It is proper and right to pray 
that as few as possible of our loved 
ones should die. 

In the office of The Sword of 


‘as we prayed earnestly | 


about the invasion, one young wife 
whose husband is in the south 
Pacific, and who prayed with many 
tears, said, “Oh Lord, help us to 
pray aright about this matter. But 
if it be Thy will, let those who 
must be killed be Christians and 
let those who are unsaved have 
another chance to hear the gospel 
and be saved before they die.” 


Perhaps that is not exactly the 
way the Lord would have it. Per- 
haps many of the unsaved are 
hardened sinners who have already 
sinned away their day of grace 
and have hardened their hearts 
and so will not be saved. If so, it 
may be God’s time to take them. 
And some Christians, it may be, 
would be proud to meet their Say- 
iour and would stand unashamed 
before Him. Perhaps some of such 
Christians ought to go on to Heav- 
en by way of this invasion battle. 
But [ felt led to pray, rather, that 
Christians who really trusted in 
Christ, in the midst of the battle 
might have peace and assurance 


‘and protection. I know that when 


I was in the army in World War I, 
in 1918, the ninety-first Psalm was 
a great source of peace and joy 
to me. Verse 5 says, “Thou shalt 
not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow. that flieth 
by day.” And verse 7 says, “A 
thousand shall fall at thy side, and 
ten thousand. at thy right hand; 
but it shall not come nigh thee.” 
Verse 9 says, “Because thou hast 
made the Lord, which is my re- 
fuge, even the most High, thy hab- 
itation.” Those Scriptures indicate 
to me that one who puts his trust 
in Christ is as safe in the midst 
of a raging battle as if he were 
at home, surrounded by peace and 
enjoying health and plenty. I have 
five nephews in the armed forces. I 
pray for them. And I know if I 
had a son I would earnestly pray 
for him to be under God’s protec- 
tion. 

If 1 had a boy, I wonder if I 
could, in good conscience, ask God 
to keep him. out of the battle zone? 
I could not pray that prayer for 
myself when I was in the army, 
and I did not. But I did pray that 
God would take care of me and I 
had perfect confidence that He 
would. And I believe every mother 
and father, every wife and sweet- 
heart, has the right to earnestly 
plead God’s protecting care over 
their loved ones. 

I do not believe in a blind fate. 
I do not believe that those who 
die on fields of battle are the vic- 
tims of chance or the outworking 
of the laws of probabilities. I be- 
lieve that in many, many cases 
God directly intervenes and over- 
rules. Certainly not one bullet can 
find a soldier without God’s per- 
mission. Oh, then, let us pray bold- 
ly, pleadingly, for the protection of 
our loved ones in the midst of this 
terrible war! : 

Let us not pray that they will 
be cowards. Let us not pray that 
they will be kept altogether from 
suffering. Let us. not pray that 
they will be kept out of danger. 
But let us pray that they will do 
their part like earnest, godly men 
ought to do, and have all along 
the protection of God’s Almighty 
arm. 


6. "Let us pray that God will get the 
glory that is rightfully His from the 
mouth of those He helps. 

I want a victory in the great in- 
vasion of western Europe, but I 
do not want it to the glory of man. 
I shall be glad for heroes to have 
their medals and ribbons. I shall 
be pleased for generals to have 
their mead of praise. I shall not 
grudge to our heroic dead the mon- 
uments that will be raised to them. 
But, oh, may God grant that all 
of us may remember to praise God 
for His help in this war. | 


We ought to remember that 
General Rommel and his Afrika 
corps of the German army were 
once on the verge of over-running 
Egypt.. The allied hopes hung by 
a very slender thread when Gen- 
eral Montgomery and his British 
heroes turned back the German 
hordes at El Alamein. ‘The whole 
middle East and India would soon 
have been over-run with Germans 
and Japanese meeting in India 
very likely, had God’s mercy not 
been with us then. bi Samed 

We ought to remember that 
England was once nearly gone, the 
last rampart against these enemies 
of civilization, these enemies of 
Christianity, the Nazis, 

We ought to remember the pro- 
posed invasion across from the 
bulge of Africa to Brazil and on 
to the United States was well 

(Continued on page three) 
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We ought to remember Pearl 
Harbor and the fact that Japan 
could, had she followed up her 
initial attack, have seized all the 
Hawaiian Islands with a good pros- 
pect of invading our Pacific coast. 

We should remember that the 
southward sweep of the Japanese 
armies seemed at one time very 
likely to engulf Australia and 
leave us with not a single base in 
tne western Pacific. 

All these things prove that God 
has been with us. God has turned 
the tide of battle. When we have 
victory, as we soon shall have, 
please God, it will be God's vic- 
tory. Our hearts ought to over-run 
with praise. We ought to admit 
everywhere that God was on our 
side, and the victory of God’s good- 
ness who gave us time to build 
armaments and cwrain men and 
then eventually, we trust, will have 


‘given our enemies into our hands. 


Let us pray that from the mouth 
of President and King and Prime 
Minister, from the mouth of Gen- 
erals and Statesmen alike, from 
newspaper editorial offices as well 
as pulpits and school rooms and 
radios, the word may go out that 
our God has not forsaken His peo- 
ple! Let us have prayers of thanks- 
giving and praise! Let us tell the 
peoples of the world that England 
and America were wonderfully 
helped because of a nucleus of 
praying Christians who believed 
God and because our cause was a 
righteous cause that God could 
bless. Oh, let us pray that God 
will have glory from millions of 
hearts when victory comes! 


ll. OUR PRAYERS SHOULD BE AC- 
COMPANIED BY CONFESSION, 
REPENTANCE AND REFORM 

It is well to pray about the war, 
pray for our invading armies. But 
when we come to ask things of 
God, we ought to come with peni- 
tence, with confession, with an 
honest turning of heart to God and 
His ways, His Book and His Son, 


I suggest several things about 
which we ought to be penitent, sev- 
eral sins we ought to contritely 
confess and forsake. 


L Profanity, lewdness and drunkenness 
in the armed forces and at home. 
General George Washington in 
his little heroic army during the 
Revolution, posted an order forbid- 
ding profanity among his soldiers 
the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain” says the Ten Commandments 
in Ex. 20:7. God will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh His name in 
vain, we are told. Profanity is no 
little sin. Profane tongue: proves a 


profane and wicked heart, for Je- 


sus said, ‘‘Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh” 
(Matt. 12:34). The reason men use 
profane language is because they 
are profane men with profane 
hearts. And we, when we pray, 
ought to pray for our profane sol- 
diers and sailors. We ought to la- 
ment their sin before God and ac- 
cept our part of the blame. These 


soldiers were reared in profane}. 


homes. They are led largely by pro- 
fane officers. And so, away from 
the influence of good women, away 
from home and conventions of de- 
cent society, soldiers are more of- 
ten profane than they were even in 
civilian life. But horrible profanity 
is everywhere in America. We 
must confess it as a terrible sin 
and beg God’s forgiveness and 
cleansing from it. | 

The settled policy of the armed 


_ forces leadership is not definitely 


yw 
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to encourage chastity. Even na 
lains are sometimes ordered to give 
men instruction in prophylaxis af- 
ter fornication, to prevent venereal 
diseases; and lewdness and adul- 
tery greatly increase in the boys 
and men who go into the armed 
forces. One man accepted for naval. 
chaplaincy was discharged because | , 
he said he would not instruct sail- 
ors on such a matter, would not 
buy them beer, would not organize 
their dances. The few chaplains 
who would speak boldly and sharp- 
ly against’ sin have been discour- 
aged. We ought to make the lewd- 
ness in our armed forces a matter 
of conscience - stricken, penitent 
prayer. We Americans have 
brought this about. It should be 
Shame in our hearts and tears on 
our facés and confession on our 
lips when we come to pray. 


Sometimes when the war was de- 
layed because of lack of ship ton- 
nage, thousands of cases of beer 
have been shipped to our soldiers. 
The army itself is in the beer busi- 
ness. Our boozy government, the 
New Deal administration, aided by 
the liquor-subsidized press, by cor- 
rupt politicians and by the ungodly 
who are not for temperance, have, 
pressed beer upon our boys. Some 
men are being discharged now who 
have grown to be drunkards in the 
army. Three such returned to 
Everett, Washington, early this 
year, as I was told by ministers 
there. America ought to shed many 
tears over our drunkenness. When 
we come to ask God’s mercy and 
help in the invasion, we ought to 
confess this national disgrace, this 
national sin. And we ought to set 
out to purge America from govern- 
mental participation in this crime, 
this business of making paupers 
and drunkards and harlots, this 
business of corrupting officials, of 
bribing the press, of seducing 
youth by the beer and liquor inter- 
ests, supported by the New Deal 
adminisration. Here is plenty to 
confess before God when we pray. 


2. We should confess the sins of our 
own government.and people in matters 
of liberty and righteousness.’ 

We are fighting a war for free- 
dom. We are trying to liberate en- 
slaved peoples. Yet here in Ameri- 
ca, President Roosevelt seized the 
Montgomery Ward Mail Order 
house in Chicago that had no con- 
nection with the war effort at all. 
It was inexcusable. The storm of 
opposition from Congress and the 
common people everywhere caused 
the President to drop the matter 
as soon as possible. But if the 
American government can confis- 
cate or brazenly take charge of 
any business, large or small in 
America, and do it for the Presi- 
dent’s own political ends, contrary 
to the Constitution, then why 
should we seek to prevent Hitler 
from doing the same thing in Eu- 
rope? Evidently that wicked affair 
had a purpose and that purpose 
was to gain C. I. O. labor support 
for the New Deal administration 
in the coming presidential. cam- 
paign when Mr| Roosevelt hopes to 
run for a fourth term. 


The Communist party in Amer- 
ica disbanded the other day. They 
guaranteed their support to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. They promised to 
work for his re-election. Originally 
the Communists in America were 
as far to the political left as any- 
body could go and the Socialists 
were next. But the New Deal ad- 
ministration first caught up with 


‘the Socialists, and then the Com- 
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munists and=has now passed. both. 
Socialists and Communists now fol- 
low the New Deal. They do not 
try to stay ahead of it. 

This is not politics. Every serious 
historian, every real statesman, 
every old-fashioned, well-trained 
and educated Christian thinker, 
must see that if Socialism with a 
practical dictatorship is to prevail 
in America, there is not a good ex- 
cus for putting down the National 
Socialist Party in Germany (the 
Nazi party, led by Hitler), with 
the same trend toward Atheism 
and dictatorship. 

If we are to fight for freedom; 
freedom of the press, freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion,. free- 
dom, from fear. in Europe, then we 
certainly ought to beware that we 
do not lose our freedom in Amer- 
ica. 

When we pray, let us remember 
that in America an evangelist can- 
not get extra gasoline for his car. 
A whiskey salesman can. Let us 
remember that Protestant mission- 
aries are being kept by our own 
state department from going to 
South America. For political rea- 
sons, Catholics can go. Let us re- 
member the government’s deter-. 
mined attempt to draft Protestant 
theological students, an attempt 
only recently relinquished, under 
great pressure. Let us remember 
that chaplains are being discharged 
from our armed forces because 
they are too evangelistic. (One in- 
timate friend of mine has been put 
out of the chaplaincy. Several have 
been threatened.) Let us remember 
the prejudice of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission against 
Christian broadcasts. The tendency 
of the American government is 
away from the liberties of our con- 
stitution. When we come to pray 
for this invasion, let us confess our 
national and governmental sins and 
resolve to bring back freedom of 
private enterprise, freedom to buy 
time for the gospel on the radio, 
freedom to get Protestant mission- 
aries in Souh America and every- 
where else in the world. It would 
be foolish for us to lose hundreds 


a 


of thousands, possibly millions of 
men, in trying to gain freedom in 
Europ while we lose it at home. 

Again I say, this is not a matter 
of politics. It is a matter of good 
citizenship, statesmanship — yes, 
even a matter of Christianity. 


3. We need to confess with shame the 
modernism that is widespread in 
America. 


Dr. Daniel A. Poling the other 
day in the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention, presented a resolution en- 
dorsing the position, of the United 
States. in the present war. Hereto- 
fore modernists (and therefore’ pa- 
cifists) have controlled the North- 
ern Baptist Convention and that 


resolution was contrary to others 


heretofore offered. A.few years ago 
Dr. Harry Bmerson Fosdick, and 
‘other infidels in the church, led 
thousands of preachers to vow they 
would never a support any 
war. Other g people have been 
led astray on this matter, but most 
of the pacifism in America was on 
the part of modernists who do not 
believe the Bible, who do not want 
sin punished, and who have no 
clear Scriptural idea of right and 
wrong who do not believe the Bible 


| prophecies of future wars. Their 


Pp is the fruit of their fellow- 
ship with communism. Modernism 
is more than half-way to atheism, 
‘and the atheistic communists in 
Russia wanted to break down loy- 
alty of American citizens to their 
own country that they migit over- 


a 


the enemy of good government. 

This is not surprising. Modern- 
ism is the enemy of the Bible. 
Therefore it is the enemy of Jesus 
Christ. Modernism, tnen, is a step 
on the road to communism and 
atheism and anarchy. Modernistic 
preachers are hypocrites, wolves in 
sheep’s clothing, blind leaders of 
the blind. They use Christian terms 
that they do not mean. They Ive 
on money gained under false pre- 
tenses, pretending to be Christians 
and to preach a gospel, though 
they are not Christians and they 
have no gospel. They do not accept 
Christ as Saviour and Lord, and 
they do not believe the God of the 
Bible. They are not Christians. 

Modernism in Germany made 
Hitler possible. Germany _ turned 
her back on the Bible and on God 
when it followed Hitler. The great 
universities led by higher critics, 
infidels in the churches, were the 
ruin of Germany. Oh, if we expect 
God to bless America, let us con- 
fess this horrible sin of modern- 
ism. Let us set out to root it out 
of the denominations, to brand in- 
fidel preachers as the hypocrites 
they are, Let us root them out of 
American Universities, out of our 
governments. 


4. And those of us who believe the 
Bible need to confess our lukéwarmness, 
our lack of revival fire and power, 

If we want God to hear our 
prayers, those of us who believe 
the Bible ought to set out to live 
like we believed it, ought to set out 
to have old time revivals with mil- 
lions of people converted in Amer- 
ica. 

Christianity is a revival religion. 
We lukewarm formalists who are 
afraid of any sensation, who de- 
spise evangelists, who do not want 
any sharp preaching against sin, 
who ever have a night of prayer, 
or a day of fasting— oh, of all the 
people in America, we need most 
of all to repent! May God bring us 
back to the fires of evangelism 
again. 

There are many things that we 
need to confess before God, and set 
out to make right while we pray 
for success-.for our armies in the 
invasion of western Europe. 


lll. BUT GOD HAS MERCY: LET US 
PLEAD FOR THAT AND CLAIM IT. 
When Irving Berlin’s song hit, 

“God Bless America,” became pop- 

ular and mottoes with that title 

were put in show windows every- 
where, I heard many critical re- 
marks by Christians. They were 
shocked to see this prayer, “God 
Bless America” displayed in tavern 
windows, and on the walls of un- 
godly homes. They protested when 
the song was sung on radios by 
jazz singers and played by dance 
orchestras. “How can God bless 

America?” they asked, “in view of 

all these sins?” Oh, the lifted eye- 

brows when I had it sung in reviv- 
al services! 

In answer to that let me say first 
that I believe God is pleased when 
even the unsaved recognize their 
need. for God and call upon Him. I 
do not say that lost people, uncon- 
verted people, can have the same 
assurance that their prayers will be 
answered which saved people have. 
But I say that it would be a happy 
thing if everybody in the nation 
recognized our need to pray and 
really called on God to bless Amer- 
ica, to bless our: armies, and to 
send us victory and a just peace. 


I am sorry. that there is a tavern 
in this broad land, but I wish that 
people in every tavern would pray. 


I am sorry that anybody ever 
blasphemes God’s name on ribald 
lips. Yet I would have these people 
pray. There are some who never 
darken the church doors, . never 
read their Bibles, some who do not 
claim to be Christians; yet I would 
God that all men should feel their 
need of God and should honestly 
cry out to Him for help in this war. 

In Jonah 1:14, 15 we are told 
how the heathen men on whose 
ship Jonah rode, prayed to God and 
how God heard them 

‘‘Wherefore hey ¢ cried unto the 
Lord, and said, We beseech thee, 
© Lord, we beseech thee, let us 
not perish for this man’s life, and 
lay not upon us innocent blood: for 
thou, O Lord, hast done as it 
pleased thee. 

“So they took up Jonah, and cast 
him forth into the sea: and the sea 
ceased from ..er ra 

I do not infer that ‘those mar- 
iners, heathen idolators as they 
doubtless were, were converted. 
But God heard and answered their 
prayer. | 

And second, in this connection, 
I wish to say that God is a Gad of: 
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uation from this school, Appelman 
preached Sunday morning and af- 
ternoon in the Hinson. Memorial 
Baptist Church, Portland, Oregon, 
where 53 responded to the gospel 
invitation. 

Dr. Appelman has had the larg- 
est Campaigns in America in ac- 
tual souls saved during the last 
few years. He is a Jew by blood, 
a Southern Baptist by training, a 
premillineal fundamentalist in doc- 
trine, a Spirit-filled firebrand by 
anointing from God! His home ad- 
dress is 825 Woodland, Fort Worth, 
Texas. 


(NOTE: This article will be con- 
tinued in an early issue). 


mercy as well as of judgment. 


Some people speak as if God never 
gave anybody more than he de- 
served. Some people speak as if 
we could not have peace until we. 
deserved peace and we could not 
have victory until we deserved vic- 
tory. The simple truth is that all 
of us deserve eternal ruin. It is 
only by God’s mercy that we are 
kept out of Hell. It is likewise on- 
ly of God’s mercy that we have 
been kept from slavery these try- 
ing, portentious years. 


I have heard people speak as if 
practically everybody in America 
must be converted and on fire for 
God before we could expect God to 
hear our prayers and give victory 
to our armies. But that is not 
true. How many times in the Bible 
God blessed Isaac, or Jacob, or the 
children of Israel for the sake of 
Abraham! How often it was that 
God blessed the ungodly kings of 
Judah because of David their an- 
cestor. God let the whole nation of 
Israel live because Moses prayed. 
God spared Lot because of Abra- 
ham’s prayer. Jesus would not let 
James and John call down fire 
from Heaven on the Samaritan vil- 
lage that would not receive Jesus. 
God is a God of mercy. 


Sometimes judgment has to 
come. Sometimes there is no hope 
for penitence, for a spread of the 
gospel, for men to be turned to 
God. In’ such cases God can deal 


only in judgment. God’s patiénce ~ 


does wear out. But praise His 
name, usually God deals with His 
beloved children in mercy. Millions 
of unconverted people in America 
have freedom and prosperity be- 
cause God hears the cry of a hand- 
ful of saints that He will not dis- 
own and will not disappoint. 


God is a God of mercy and let us 
call on Him for mercy! 


These are great days in which to 
pray. Therefore let us pray! 


And now a closing word to any 
who are unconverted. If you have 
read this message and yet you are 
not saved, are not born again, I 
urge upon you today your duty to 
trust Christ and be saved. Uncon- 
verted sinners have brought the 
wrath of God on America, Our sol- 
diers are being killed, our govern- 
ment loaded down with debt, and 
millions are distressed because 
wicked men will not repent of their 
sins, will not accept Christ as Sav- 
iour, will not be converted. Oh, to- 
day, poor sihner, turn to Christ 
and be saved! Give Jesus your 
heart and let Him be yours today. 
Thus you can do more to bring 
about God’s mercy upon the nation 
than any other way in the world. 
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comprehend the greatness of them. 
We Use them so frequentiy and 
get so used to them that we have 
no sense of their gieatness. Here 
is a question let me asx, is it pos- 


sible ror the Almighty God to take pe 


a man that is a sinner and justify 


“him before the throne of Heaven / 


To determine nim absolutely rignt- 
eous and tree trom sin’ ‘ihat is 
the story of the gospel. 

INNow it you go pack into the Old 
Testament in tne tweny-iitth chap- 
ter of Deuteronomy we have there 
the law concerning justification. 
And here is what it says: It two 
men shall appear betore a judge, 
one of them innocent, the otner 
guilty, then the judge shall justity 
the innocent man and condemn 
the guilty man. And that is rignt. 
Back in the. book of Job, he asked 
the question, “How should man be 
just with God?” Hew can he ever 
be justified before God? If I at- 
tempted to justify myself, my own 
words would condemn me. Sure 
they would. No man can justify 
himself. but God has found a way 
whereby He can justity a sinner. 
Isn’t that wondertul? it is so won- 
derful that it is hard to believe. 
But that is the truth and it is here 
in his Book. “But unto him that 
worketh not but believeth on him 
that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.” 
(Rom. 4:5). See? 

Some people say they can’t un- 
derstand. God bless you, most of 
it is beyond the range of my under- 
standing. ‘This is God’s Book. This 
is the.way the infinite God puts 
men right before Himself. And 
who am I that I should condemn 
or question what God said? 

You know Paul asked a question 
about that. “Who shall lay any- 
thing. to the charge of God’s 
eléct?”’ ¢Rom. 8:33). Then he con- 
tinued, “It is God that justifieth.” 
Then he said, ‘Who is he that con- 
demneth? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for 
us.” (Rom. 8:34). Think of it for 
a moment, friend. A sinner that 
accepts Christ as His Saviour and 


~ Lord, the instant he accepts -Him 


stands perfect and clear before the 
throne of His holiness. If that isn’t 
the truth, then I don’t know it. 
When a sinner comes to Christ, 
the greatest of all miracles takes 
place. He is justified betore God. 
“Through this man is preached un- 
to you the forgiveness of sins, and 
by him all that believe are justified 
from all things from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:38, 39). 

I had in my church once the 
chaplain of a great penitentiary, 
from the Auburn Penitentiary in 
New York State. He was telling 
of some wonderful conversions tak- 
ing place among the prisoners. He 
told in that address of a young 
man incarcerated in that peni- 
tentiary for forgery. He had rather 
a long sentence. He had only been 
there a few months, when, through 
the influence of friends he was 
pardoned by the governor of the 
state. The chaplain, anxious to give 
him some good advice and help him 
get a new start, facing things with 
a new attitude of mind, waited for 
him to come out in his street 
clothes from behind the bars and 
down through the corridor. He 
said, 

“Frank, I am glad to see you 
going out to the world again. 
Would you just come into the of- 
fice for a little word together?” 

He wanted to offer a little pray- 
er for him. The young man sat 
down beside the desk, and the 
chaplain said to him, 

“You ought to be a very happy 


- man.” 


“No, I am a most miserable 

“Miserable ? be 

“Ves. > 

“Don’t you appreciate what has 
been done for you? The favor of 


* ~ the governor and what your friends 


have been doing for you?” 
“Oh, yes, I appreciate all that.” 
“Well,” he said, 
thing else? Do you think the of- 
ficer of the law is out there wait- 


ing-for you? Why are you. not hap- 
‘py and satisfied?” 


He said, “Because there is some- 
thing that the governor of New 


York state cannot do for me.” 


“Why, what do you mean?” 
He said, “I have his pardon, it 


ee ee 


a | te all right. But Iam p guilty man, 
“Se friends. 


‘is there some- |. 


The Greatest Fact of History 


I am not going to see my mother. 
I am not gomg to meet any of 
them. I am going west as far as 
I can and take another name.” 
The governor of New York state 
ould pardon him, but he could 
not justify him. but God tound a 
way whereby He can make the 
guiuty conscience clean. That is 
good news, isn’t it, triend? 
He breaks the power of cancelled 
sin, 
He sets the prisoner free. 

Do you know how Paul put it? 
This suggests experience rather 
than theoiogy. “being justified by 
taith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
(Rom. 5:1). Why, bless your 
heart, fifty-nine years ago when I 
was converted — before tnat ] was 
atraid of the name of God. 1 was 
atraid tor anybody to talk to me 
about God. He terrified me. But the 
very night I accepted Christ as 
Saviour, I found myself kneeling 
beside my bed and calling God “‘my 
dear heavenly Father.” “being jus-. 
titied by faitn, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Isn’t that good news‘ 
blessed be God forever. 


His Resurrection Proves We Shall 


Rise, Too 


But it not only means the justi- 
fication of the believer — He died 
for our sins and arose again for 
our justification— but it answers 
another heart-question. “If a man 
die,” Job also asked, Job belonged 
away back in the beginning, you 
know. “It a man die, snall he live 
again?” (Job 14:14). And I 
wouldn’t wonder if every adult 
here hasn’t asked that question. 
Maybe not in those words, not in 
just the same way, but the same 
question, the same problem. May- 
be it was as you stood and looked 
for the last time into the face of 
your beloved dead you asked, “Is 
this all? Is this the end?” 


I stood with a young man be- 
side his mother, and when turning 
away, he burst into tears and said, 
“Oh, Mother, shall I ever see you 
again?’ He had a Christian home, 
but that question was asked. Job 
asked it. Maybe you asked it. Now 
you don’t need to go to some for- 
tune teller to find out. You don’t 
need to go into some dark 
chamber and have somebody 
mumble something or _ scribble 
something on a little piece of pa- 
per. God has answered this ques- 
tion,;-and He has answered it ab- 
solutely. “If a man die, will he 
live again?” “Yes,” is the Word 
of God. ‘Yes,’ for ‘now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept.” 
(I Cor. 15:20). He is the sample, 
that is the thought exactly. That 
is the answer to it, friends. Can 
you ask any greater evidence or 
any greater proof of the resur- 
rection of Christ? 

Some preachers say sometimes I 
get too excited and talk too loud. 
Well, I would like to shout that 
clear to California. Isn’t that won- 
derful? 

“Now is Christ risen from the 
dead,” and He is the sample, He 
is the firstfruits of them that sleep. 
Wonderful Saviour! Blessed by 


God! 


You know, on one occasion some 
people at Thessalonia in Paul’s day 
got greatly disturbed about their 
loved. ones who had fallen asleep. 
They seemed to have the thought 
that they had gone from them for- 
ever. And Paul after writing about 
some other things, finished up his 
letter in I Thess. 4:13-16 by saying 
this: 
ones that have fallen asleep in 
Christ, I wouldn’t have you sorrow 
for these as for others. I wouldn’t 
have you sorrow for your beloved 
dead as you would for others for 
whom there is no hope.” 


“No hope.” There is no hope for 
some. 

You don’t need to sorrow for 
your believing friends like you 
would for others for whom there 
is no hope. 

Now listen to his argument. “For 
if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God brin 

with him.” You see, He is the fir 

fruits, and just as God brought 
Him from the tomb, even so- God 


will brin ur beloved dead with 
Him. age “This we 


Then eo says, 
say unto you b 
Lord,” that is, 
tion.’ Maybe the Lord had Tet him 


“Now concerning your loved| 


j ntact inet “ee %: 


—— 


eee ee 
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hear that when he was caught up 
into His presence that time. We 
don’t know, but he heard it. Then 
he continues, “One of these days 
Jesus is going to to descend from 
Heaven with the voice of the arch- 
angel,” and what will happen? 
"The dead in Christ” — notice that 
little preposition, “the dead in 
Christ shall rise first” in their res- 
urrected bodies. “Then we which 
are alive” —if it were tonight, oh, 
wouldn’t that be a great moment? 
Yes, it would be a great moment 
for me. Why, in a moment, he says, 
we that are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
to meet the Lord in the air. And 
they will be resurrected. The cor- 
ruptible will be all incorruptible. 
They have gone down into the 
grave and gone into dust and 
ashes. We are the mortal, and we 
shall put on immortality. In other 
words, the soul must have a body 
suitable to it. It must be immor- 
tal. It must also be eternal. It must 
‘pe like His glorious body. 

Paul says our citizenship is in 
Heaven now. Read Philippians 3: 
20, 21. That is where we belong, 
too. And he says, ‘From whence 
we expect the Lord to come, who 
at His coming will change thé 
bodies of our humiliation.’ (That is 
this body.) It grows old, We have 
pain. It begins to decay. But the 
time is coming when these bodies 
of our humiliation will be changed. 
Paul says they will be made like 
His own glorious body. That is the 
body He had after He came up out 
of the grave, you know. We are 
going to have a body like that. 

Now here is a little Philpott 
opinion. If you don’t like it, just 
try to forget it. Don’t hold it 
against me. In the fourth chapter 
of the book of Ephesians, Paul, 
speaking about the ministry that 
God has given to the church, 
speaking about the resurrection of 
Christ when He ascended up on 
high He led captivity captive and 
gave gifts unto men. Then he spoke 
about the ministry in the church, 
“He gave some apostles, some pas- 
tors, some teachers and some evan- 
gelists,’ And then he tells what He 
gave them for, “For the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: — listen —till we 
all come in the unity of faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man’ — now 
think a little while. Don’t pass that 
too quickly. “Till we all come in 
unity of faith, and of the know- 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of 


the stature of the fulness of! pb 


Christ.” (Eph. 4:13). What does 
it mean? Why it means, friend, 
that we are going to have a body 
like His own glorious body. 


_ My wife said to me some time 
ago, “Dad, you can hardly get up 
that hill.” Our house is on a hill, 
and it takes all the wind out of 
me to walk up that hill. I used to 
run up it. I said, 


“When I am thirty- “three I will | 


be all right.” 
She said, “What do you. mean ?” 
I said, “I. am coming to the 
measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ, and He was just 
thirty- three when He went away, 


the perfect Man, and we are going 
to have bodies as perfect as His 
body.” Blessed be God forever! 


Why, some folks say that there 
will be no old folks in Heaven. No, 
I don’t think there will be. There 
have been two ox three folks ap- 
peared from Heaven, and never any 
old man. One fellow had been there 
1,500 years when he appeared on 
the mount of transfiguration, and 
he didn’t seem to be old. Another 
had been dead 750 years when he 
talked with Jesus on the mount 
of transfiguration about the death 
of Jesus. (Jesus was going to die 
just a week from that time.) 

When the women came to the 
grave they found two men, and 
Luke says they were young men. 


“They were clothed just like the two 


men on the mount of transfigura- 
tion. They were clothed in white 
garments there, coming out of the 
clouds testifying about the coming 
again. Say, this Christian hope is 
a wonderful thing, for the best.is 
yet to come! No matter how good 
today has been, or how good to- 
morrow will be the best is always 
before us. There is going to be that 
moment when. we awake in His 
likeness. “I shall be satisfied, when 
I awake with thy likeness. i (Ps. 
17:15). Blessed be God forever! 

You don’t have to accept that 
theory of mine, but I do know that 
we are going to have bodies suited 
for these immortal souls in that) a 
resurrection. 


‘Paul says in the thirty-fifth 


“pearl, . 
things all strange to mortal sight. | Signed 


verse; “But some man will say, 


- * ‘ 
oS 


How are the dead raised up? and 
with what body do they come?” 
Just like Jesus, even as He. That 
is a true picture. 


Christian Living and Christian 
Dead To Be Caught Up "Togeth- 
er’ To Meet the Lord 


Now another word, and then I 
am finished. We are going to be 
caught up together with them. I 
have never hear anyone say much 
about this. They are always talk- 
ing about being caught up to Him, 
and there couldn’t be anything bet- 
ter than that. But we are going 
to be caugth up together — togeth- 
er—with whom? Together with 
our loved ones. Will we know 
them? Sure, we will know them. 
That is when we will know them. 
We know only in part now. We see 
through a glass darkly now. But 
then we shall know even as we are 
known. Then shall we see Him 
face to face. That is when we are 
going to know, Beloved. Then we 
will be caught up together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air. 

One of the joys I anticipate is 
that long visit I am going to have 
with so many old friends that have 
gone on. Yes, we will know them. 
Sure we will! 

We sometimes say, “This is the 
life.” God bless you, this is death. 
That is the life, the life we are 
coming to. 

I had an old friend who came out 
to California when I was there. He 
had a meeting in a church, a big 
meeting. He was nearly ninety. He 
was a Methodist, but a man true 
to the Word to his last breath. He 
had a little paper that came out 
every month called The Methodist. 
Dr. Munhall was his name. He was 
a wonderful preacher of the gos- 
pel. He had this meeting out in 
California, and a rich man wanted 
to show some kindness, so he put 
him in one of the biggest hotels 
out on the coast, the Huntington 
Hotel, a beauiful place, looking out 
over a beautiful valley. Dr. Mun- 
hall was sitting one morning out 
on that big plaza. No one else was 
there. Scores and scores of chairs 
were all upset. A black boy came 
out to brush around and straighten 
the chairs up. He came down to 
where Dr. Munhall was. The doc- 
tor said to him, 

“Isn't that a glorious sight out 
there ?”’ 

“* 68, aur.” 

ee think this is the nicest place 
in America.” 

“Do you, Boss?” said the black 
oy. 

“Yes, I surely do. I never saw 
anything nicer than this.” 

“Well,” he said, “I dort.” 

“‘Why don’t you think this ‘is the 
nicest place in America?” asked 
Dr. Munhall. 

“Because I know a petter place.” 

“You know a better place than 
Southern California, than Pasa- 
dena?” 

ee 8, 580.” 

“Where is it, Sam?” 

“Back in Arkansas.” 

And Dr. Munhall laughed at that. 
He said, “Sam, would you com- 
pare Arkansas with Southern Cali- 
fornia ?”’ 


He said, “Boss, California may 


suit you better, but Arkansas suits | 


‘me better.” 
He said, “What makes Arkansas | 


so dear to you, Sam ?’’ 

“Because all my folks are back 
there.” 

We shall be caught up together 
with the folks. The flowers, the 
fruit after all are not what makes 
life worth while. It is folks. Some 
of these days we are going to be 
caught up together with them 
to meet with them, together, the 
Lord in the air. So shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Who would ever be 
ashamed of being= a Christian! 
Surely we have something to re-| 
joice about. 

Back in childhood days when we |! 
thought of this city, we. thought | 
first of sreets of gold and gates of | 
and shining lights, and. 


But Heaven is much more than.) 


Scripture says Jesus loved him and . 
‘yearned after him, but He did not se 


call him back. No sir. He refused 
the offer of the Lord. And you can 
refuse, and I have a feeling that 
in the days in which we are living 
many. are refusing the offer of the 
Lord. God Himself won’t compel 
you. May the Lord help you. He 
calls us, but He never compels. 
Now I wonder, while our heads 
are bowed, if there is some one in 
this room tonight who lack this 
assurance, who haven’t this blessed 
hope that we have been talking 
about. I wonder if there are some 
here in my audience who are not 
right with Him, and you are con- 
cerned. You think about these 
things. You think! How can a man 
help but think in the days in which 
we are living? They are strange 
days. And if what you are getting 
out of life now is all you expect 
out of it, you don’t expect much. 
This isn’t the life. This narrow 
neckland over which we are pass- 


ing to eternity is only a place 


where God is giving us a chance to 
prepare ourselves for that eternity. 
I wonder if someone in this room 
will put up his hand and say, ‘I am 
concerned. I want to know beyond 
a shadow of a doubt that I am His.’ 
And if I didn’t think you could be 
assured beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, I wouldn’t exhort you in this 
manner. Will you raise your hand 
to that test? Why won’t we con- 
fess to the whole world and to high 
Heaven even that we are interested 
and that we want to know Him as 
our Saviour? 


The Editor Adds An Invitation 


How sweet this sermon by dear 
Dr. Philpott has been to my heart 
as I read it! I know that all Chris- 
tians, saved people, who have read 
it, have been blessed. But someone 
reads this sermon who has never 
been converted, who has never de- 
finitely accepted Christ as his own 
Savior. If you are one of these who 
are not saved, or if you are not 
sure you are saved, I urge you to 
settle the matter today. 

Do you believe what Dr. Philpott 
has been saying, that Jesus Christ, 
after dying for our sins, rose from 
the dead? Do you believe that He 
has really paid your debt and is 
now ready to justify you fully? 
Then today give Him your heart. | 
Today trust Him to be your own 
Savior. His blessed promise is 
“Him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wise cast out” (Jno. 6:37). 
Today if you will come to Christ 
in your heart, receive Him, trust. 
in Him, depend upon Him, you may 
be sure that your sins are forgiven, 
your soul saved, and that you are 
justified in God's sight and have a 
home in Heaven. 

If you will make this step of 
faith, commit yourself to Christ 


| today, take Him, believe Him, risk 


Him as your own Savior, will you 
write to me and say so? I shall be 
glad to hear, and I will tell Brother 
Philpott; too. Then I will write you 
a personal letter of counsel and 
help. 

Suppose you sign your name to 
the statement below and mail it 
to me, or copy it on a card or let- 
ter, or write me in your Own words 
that today you have taken Christ 

as your Saviour: 


| Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
|! The Sword of the Lord 

145 North Hale Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois , 
Dear Brother ~Rice: 

I have read Brother Philpott’s 
sermon on “THE GREATEST 
FACT OF HISTORY” in_ the 
SWORD OF THE LORD. I confess 
I am a poor sinner, but I believe 
that Christ died for our sins and 
rose again, and that He is now able 
and ready to save me. Therefore 
here and now I give Him my heart, 
I trust Him and depend on Him to 
forgive me as He promised to do. 
Today I claim Him as my own 


| Savior and give Him my heart for- 


ever. I will try to live for Him be- 
ginning today and I write this to - 
let you know. 


first of streets of gold and gates of ' Address : dang . 


loved and lost awhile” and with: 


our blessed Lord Jesus Christ. That 


is the hope of a Christian. But it, 


is the only hope of a Christian. | 
| 


God Offers — You Must Take 


Christ is offering men the as-, 


surance of' salvation, justification, ; 


and all that goes with it. And men: 
| can say, “I won’t receive it.” Man 


can deliberately close his heart, 
and deliberately turn away. I was 
talking here the other night about 


a young man who came to Jesus, 
and when Jesus. 


for eternal life, and 
gave him the test, what happened? 
He turned and 


walked away. The}: 
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